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Washington NASA Space Grant Consortium 
WSGC Scholarships for UW First-Year Students 2020 

 
141 Johnson Hall 

Box 351310 
Seattle, WA 98195-1310 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 

1. DO I HAVE TO BE A WASHINGTON STATE RESIDENT AND A US CITIZEN? 
• Yes. 
• For Washington state residency: If your custodial parent is a resident, you may be living out of 

state and still apply. 
• For U.S citizenship: You must be a US citizen to apply.  Permanent residents are not eligible.  If 

you have applied for citizenship, please note this on your application.  However, you must have 
received your U.S. citizenship by the time the scholarship is awarded. 

 
2. DO I ALSO NEED TO APPLY TO THE UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON? 

• Yes.  This is a separate application.   
• You do not have to be accepted into UW in order to apply for our scholarship.  However, this 

Space Grant scholarship is for UW students only and is not transferable.  
• In order to receive your scholarship award, you must accept UW’s offer of admission and be 

officially enrolled for classes in autumn 2020. If you accept a Space Grant scholarship and then 
choose not to attend UW, you must notify us of your decision to withdraw directly either by email 
or letter. 

 
3. IF I DID NOT ATTEND HIGH SCHOOL IN WASHINGTON STATE BUT THE UNIVERSITY OF 

WASHINGTON CONSIDERS ME A WASHINGTON STATE RESIDENT, AM I ELIGIBLE TO APPLY? 
• Yes, you are eligible to apply. 
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4. DO I HAVE TO HAVE TAKEN THE PSAT, SAT AND ACT? 
• You don’t have to have taken all three.  Just report the ones you have taken.   
• If you took both the PSAT and the SAT, only your SAT scores are necessary, though we will 

look at all scores if they are provided. 
• If you’ve taken a test more than once, only the latest scores are necessary. 

 
5. DO YOU HAVE A SCHOLARSHIP CODE SO THE BOARD WILL KNOW WHERE TO SEND MY SCORES? 

• No. The four-digit code for UW Admission is 4854.  However, we at Space Grant do not have a 
scholarship code so applicants must send their scores directly to us. 

 
6. DO THE COPIES OF MY TRANSCRIPTS NEED TO BE OFFICIAL? 

• All transcripts must be official. A copy may be sent from your school via Parchment; our name in 
the Parchment system is “University of Washington WSGC.” Or a paper copy can be mailed 
directly to our office — they must be in a sealed envelope and sent directly from the institution to 
our offices. 

• All other application materials (essays, economic challenge statement and list of 
honors/activities) should be uploaded with your application unless you have prior approval from 
the Space Grant student advisor.   

 
7. IF I AM SENDING TRANSCRIPTS TO THE UW’S ADMISSIONS OFFICE, DO I ALSO NEED TO SEND 

THEM TO YOU? 
• Yes.  We cannot access the information at the UW Admissions Office so a separate set of 

transcripts must be sent to us. 
 

8. I JUST FOUND OUT I WON A SCHOLARSHIP FROM ____.  WILL THAT AFFECT MY SCHOLARSHIP? 
• It may affect the amount of your award.  We need to know about any other scholarships and how 

those funds are disbursed.  We cannot provide a tuition scholarship, for example, if you already 
have received a tuition scholarship from another source. 

 
9. DOES MY APPLICATION NEED TO BE COMPLETED IN ONE SITTING? 

• No. When you hit the application submit button, you will receive an email containing an 
individual login that will let you view the status of your application and update your information 
until applications close on January 15, 2019. 

• This login also allows you to update your in-progress application and see if we have received 
your transcripts and letters of reference.  

 
10. THE UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON IN NOT MY FIRST CHOICE.  SHOULD I STILL APPLY? 

• Yes!  This is a terrific opportunity and is not available to UW students after their enrollment so 
we encourage you to apply anyway while you are weighing your choice of schools. 

 
11. HOW DO MY REFERENCES SUBMIT THEIR LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION? 

• First you need to fill out the reference section of the application. Please list name, title and valid 
email address for each of the two people who will be writing your letters of recommendation.  

• Once you have submitted your application, your references will receive a unique email link with 
instructions on how to upload their letters of recommendation.  

 

https://www.parchment.com/
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12. MY REFERENCE DID NOT RECEIVE AN EMAIL LINK TO UPLOAD A LETTER OF 
RECOMMENDATION. WHAT SHOULD I DO? 
• Please sign back into your in-progress application using the login information you received via 

email when you first submitted your application. Once you are logged in, you will be able to 
update your reference’s contact information and/or resend the email link to your reference. 

• Once logged in, you will also be able to replace one or both of your references by entering a new 
name and email for each reference. Your new reference(s) will receive a unique email link to 
upload a letter of recommendation.  
 

13. MY TEACHERS HAVE ALREADY PROVIDED ME WITH COPIES OF THEIR LETTERS OF 
RECOMMENDATION FOR MY COLLEGE APPLICATIONS. IS IT OKAY TO SUBMIT THOSE LETTERS 
IN MY WSGC SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION INSTEAD OF ASKING FOR NEW LETTERS? 
• No. WSGC scholarship applications are highly competitive and your letters of recommendation 

are a significant part of the selection process. The best letters of recommendation are specific 
about what makes a student stand out from other students, and what qualities ensure that student's 
success in college and beyond.  

• Each recommender receives a link unique to an individual student from which they may upload a 
letter of recommendation. We ask that letters of recommendation be on official school stationery 
and include the recommender's name, position and signature. 
 

14. IS THIS SCHOLARSHIP TRANSFERABLE TO ANOTHER UNIVERSITY? 
• No. This Space Grant scholarship is for UW students only, though you may apply for the 

scholarship before receiving an admissions letter from UW.  
• If you accept a Space Grant scholarship and then choose not to attend UW, you must notify us of 

your decision to withdraw immediately by email, phone call or letter. 
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